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How Did Pink Become a “Girl's Color” in America?
—A study by Dr. Paoletti—

Scene 1

OWhen I first (~izH<bUAE 1c_
(L FogER (12) : the
(304E3E < B2 :n____ __ _y 30 vyears
ago) , I stopped and read them again several

a_r__ ] words

b_l__)

times because (FDYKFL:b____ t__ ],

many people thought pink was a color for girls:

Pink or Blue? Which is better for boys and
which for girls? This question comes from one
of our readers this month. There has been (& T

CEMRBER a 9t d_ sy o_
opinion) [([ZOFFBEIZBEALT :0_ this
s j—— ), but (—#HEIZZITANLENTND
FAlL (1X) : the g_ _ _r_
a___ _t _ r__ ) is pink for the boy and
blue for the girl. (ZDOHEMHIL--TT : The
r__ _ni_ t__ ) pink, (EDiEoXHEUL
THWHZDT (DFMHX) b g a more
d_c_d _dands_r__g_ _ color)  is (BoO¥
IZ& Y HW s nicer o the boy) , [ Thd—#
T:w__l_]) blue, (VM TEHMMPNDT
(FEHIBRAEOBMRT) :w_ i more
d_l_c_t_ and f__ ], 1s prettier for the
girl. (“Pink or Blue?” (L% -1 s’

D p _m__ ] ,1918)

1 was a professor at the University of Maryland.
I was then working on a question, “When were
pink and blue (fEHxh/z i d )
as (MERAINAf g _d_r__ colors) ?7

Scene 2

@ Q7704 ET Ut t . 1770_) , (taDF
5N/ RV A e _r__ dresses)] were common
for (FLEHE i _f_ s}, (BEWik, i, TUTH
NETHHAINTHT (FERH) cw_ d
red, yellow, and blue all b gu__ ). (¥
o T n) (EHOEfF:the p _t c_ of
b _h__g) and [EAE#&HE : l__-p___c__
¢___ __n) in the 19th century (H2£1{L% 5] Xi
ZUA:ic__ __dac___g_)in baby
clothing. (SHKEDIFLALIZEWT F__ m___
of this ¢__ _ _r_ ], the (ZEHHZE :
d___ _n__t color] for baby clothing was white.
(Zhix-—-7ZhoThA A>T m_ .
b s ] white cotton baby clothes are

strong and (A& (—#HRAN%ERT EGE
could wash them many times with hot water, (%
NIFEYERBTH -2 GERBRAEOBEBRH)

UmzT:
I_ a__ _t__ n)], many people thought white

o)

W__C_ wW___ morep__C__cC__J).

was a clean and safe color.



@ (EVSFTBHEFEELRN T Qs n_
p__ _ft__ ) pink and blue [(&<MHlE2AL
OBBE»HS ch__ a_ _t_ gt d_w__
g _d__ a_ a__ ) [(19KPEEFC u_t_
them__ |l of the 19 c¢__t__ ], and
(4EfCcdSH e t__n), the rule always
changed (sometimes pink was a boy's color,
sometimes a girl's). Advice and (X% :
L

the issue as in these examples:

_t_r_t_r_] also have different opinions on

White is used for all babies. Blue is for girls
and pink is for boys, when a color is wished.
(Ladies' Home Journal, 1890)

“Amy put a blue ribbon on the boy and a pink
on the girl, French fashion, so you can always

(5 (DBLZOXH) Wo»rd t .
them) ...” (Little Women, 1880)
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Scene 3

B5When did the modern gendered meanings of
pink and blue become (&Y EIZH—H TSI :
more t_ Ll u__f__ _ and r____ _d)J ? (1950
ERETITIE Bt
think that pink was a girl's color. However, that
idea was (HBEMNTEMBETE AN >~ :n__t_ v
u__v__s__ n__ r___d);boys could still

1950__) , many began to

wear pink dress shirts and girls wore (> 2 LISt
D7z X ADH : many t_
pink) .

colors o__ _r

® (A :A_ t__ s time) , clothing

companies (HE#R UAZ:d__ their b )
to (~MIACTMd DS rat_ _p_ ) ({E#H
z) :p___ ¢ o _ n] (~95%72HIT:
i ot ) RO=—X% XY FHEEEIZT
ULTHEEMND L1292 (2H12) :m____ clothing
needs more p_ _d_ _t_b_ _ and

p__f t b ], HEA*OTDEDIZENZDAR
MREFFIND I ENTED LD IIR/NIERDIFE (LA
Megg) T m__ _  baby could be
d___ _n__ forani_d__ _d__ _ child),
(—ADFNERDFABBREET (B FMDICT
%) ONFYHEECZY (HplER+BAEE)
h__d__ i_ wouldb_ f___ parents t_ h__d
d__ _ clothing f___m one child t__ the n___ t)
and (D Z<DOMEMRSVEDLDRITNIER SR RS
(bbfbe®s) :t__ m___ _ clothing they would
(RIGEWKEL RSZDIZO>NT

clothing

have to buy)

their families g ). (INZ2AEUIELIHEOLM
BAAE (1) :Thee  stw__ ot om__
this h___ _ _n) was to (~%2@n>< ¢
u_ w__ _) clothes for boys and girls [ (3% T)
BHWERLZL (ke) (BFHEAE) :t___ were
q__ __ d_ v f___ e__
o__ ) .Using pink for girls and blue for boys
was a good (fRF s n) , (BAEICELR
T&%%:¢c__ |l u_d__s__ _d__L_]
and (EHET2O008EH R e t_ c____y
o) (=R (~F5772) j___) makeup
the same clothes (2 D0DEZZEBT: __  two

d__ _ _r__ _ colors)).



Scene 4

(DPink became (EF¥FIEH LM an_ a
m__ _ d__ _n__t color) for (6RmEDLIR :
girls u____r s__ ] [(ZDAKUI20004EDERITEL
T (NHRB) cw its p_p_ Lt
p___k___ _ after 2000) . However, there are (£
Lok s s of change) (OE#F :t_
years) . [BG&/&. JTHEAOBEMER P f
r_i_t__p__t_t__ _s) of the “traditional”

girl's look such as baby girl (S> 2710y 7 DHRE :
punk o f__s] (EvZr B ZzlULTHoto (R
#) :_ pink and black and other colors) —
purple, turquoise®®& green-are sharing [ (7
Bz) MizEm v s c_ ] with more (fR5FHY
B, EBEAR e _s__v_t_v_] styles.

(XIS FVBERTHEIIARILITE E_
more t______i____] , older boys and men (~%H{Y
RUTW3 :are r_c__ _ _ing ) pink. Pink
dress shirts and ties (HElZ =% LTI T3 : have
e _edar_v_v_ L], which began [20044EtH
iZ:a__ _d 2004) . The colors of my son's
college Ultimate? Y 2K~ team are pink and black;
until they actually ordered team uniforms in
2008, they wore women's pink T-shirts!
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